
« We are extremely pleased with the 
attractive, professional appearance 
and easy operation of the entire 
Montel Compact Storage System. »

Dr. Thomas Emmel,
McGuire Center Director
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CASE STUDY
Museums

When the University of Florida received a 
private donation to construct a 35,000-
square-foot educat ional  museum and 
research complex, the State of Florida 
committed to financially participate in the 
construction of a new state-of-the-art facility 
that would later be named the McGuire 
Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity.

Du r i ng  the  con s t ruc t i on  o f  t he  new  
McGui re  Center  fo r  Lep idoptera  and 
Biodiversity, the facility needed collection 
s p a c e  t o  h o u s e  t h e  F l o r i d a  M u s e u m  
Lepidoptera collections formerly stored at 
the  A l l yn  Museum in  Sarasota ,  o ther  
University of Florida collections and the 
State of Florida's Division of Plant Industry 
collections.

As the facility was being constructed, the 
principal goal was to accommodate into a 
state-of-the-art centralized facil ity the 
second largest collection of butterfly and 
moth (Lepidoptera) specimens. Thus, over 
4,000,000 specimens are found at the 
McGuire Center representing nearly 95% of 
all known butterfly genera.

World’s Second
Largest Lepidoptera
Collection Facility
Selects Montel’s 
Upscale Compact
Storage Systems



 w
w

w
.m

on
te

l.c
om

CASE STUDY
Museums

“Our tens of thousands of visitors 
since the McGuire Center's opening 
in August 2004 have uniformly 
marvelled at the state-of-the-art 
storage systems provided by Montel 
in partnership with Florida Library 
Designs.”

Dr. Thomas Emmel,
McGuire Center Director 
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With  Monte l ’ s  ex tens i ve  museum 
app l i ca t ion  exper t i se  a s  a  s to rage  
systems provider, in order to solve the 
McGuire Center’s space problems, a 
custom des igned compact  s torage 
system was proposed for the world’s 
largest  Lepidoptera educat ion and 
research facility.

With the assistance of its Local Autho-
rized Dealer, Florida Library Designs, 
Inc. ,  Montel ’s  team of profess ional  
eng ineer s  and museum co l l ec t ion  
specialists provided the following special 
storage solution:

• Mechanical Mobilex high-density
mobile storage system;

• Customized QuadraVista case shelving
designed to hold over 60,000 glass-
topped entomology drawers that hold
the unique Lepidoptera collection for
safe, clear and secure storage.

“We are extremely pleased with the 
attractive, professional appearance and 
easy operation of the entire Montel 
Compact Storage System,” said Dr. 
T h o m a s  E m m e l ,  M c G u i r e  C e n t e r  
Director. “Our tens of thousands of 
v is i tors  s ince the McGuire Center 's  
opening in August 2004 have uniformly 
marvelled at the state-of-the-art storage 
s y s t e m s  p r o v i d e d  b y  M o n t e l  i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  F l o r i d a  L i b r a r y  
Designs.” 


